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other children. Instances of Moslems seeking baptism for
their children as a sort of charm have been reported from
all parts of Syria and Palestine, from Es-Salt on the south
to Ras-Bafalbek on the north. A Mohammedan of Zahleh
has had all his children baptized, though the priest insists
on a Christian god-father. At Jaffa a * Moslem woman
begged a Protestant missionary to baptize her sick baby.
Learning that she had no idea of rearing it as a Christian,
he refused, and she applied to the Greek priest. Dr. Curtiss
heard of a Moslem's baptism where the priest performed the
act with "maimed rites," omitting to use the consecrated
oil of baptism. Baldensperger mentions secret baptisms
among the fellanin, and ascribes this desire to the belief of
the Moslems that the rite destroys a certain odor, peculiar
to themselves, which attracts ghosts!1 This falls in line
with information I have received from Christians. Once,
in speaking with a Maronite peasant about the frequent
ablutions of the Moslems, I remarked on the fact that the
Christians have no such ceremonies. "No," he replied,
"the Moslems were never cleansed in baptism as we are,
and are always trying to get rid of their natural evil odor
by washing themselves all over, but without success.
Thank God, I have had no need of a bath since I was bap-
tized." It is hardly necessary to add that for this physical
theory of baptism the Maronite Church cannot be held
officially responsible.
The relations between Moslems and Christians varies in
different centres of Syria and Palestine according to the
ratio which they bear to each other. This ratio takes ac-
count of wealth and influence as well as of numbers. In
places like Beyrout, where the Christians not only prepon-
derate numerically, but control business, the Moslems tend
to be antagonistic. In Damascus, on the other hand, the
Moslems, who form the bulk of the well-to-do population,
can afford to feel friendly toward their Christian neighbors.
Moreover, they have never forgotten how Moslems were
1 See article, " Birth, Marriage and Death among the Fellahin of
Palestine/' by P. J. Baldensperger, found in the "Quarterly Statement
of the Palestine Exploration Fund" for 1894, p. 127.

